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Welcome, General Reddel. We are glad to have you here today to provide us with an update 

on the design and construction of the National Eisenhower Memorial on behalf of the 
Eisenhower Memorial Commission. 

President Eisenhower was a firm believer in peace, freedom, democracy, and the great 
promise of a strong, secure America.  He similarly held the belief that our natural resources were 
part of our Nation’s precious heritage in his January 7, 1954 State of the Union Address.  So I 
think it is fitting that those of us here on this Subcommittee exercise oversight and focus on the 
commission and continue managing our nation’s resources to ensure they sustain a strong and 
healthy nation. 

President Eisenhower lived a life of service to this country and the American people, which 
is why Congress created the Eisenhower Memorial Commission in 1999.  In 2006, the site for 
the Memorial was selected, less than a mile away between 4th and 6th Streets, SW on 
Independence Avenue.  Its placement in front of the Air and Space Museum is appropriate, since 
one of his many accomplishments was the creation of NASA. 

Last year, this Committee provided a total of $19 million for the Commission to fully fund 
the Commission’s two-year design phase.  With that funding we believed the Commission could 
lock in contract prices, minimize costs, and make significant progress toward achieving its 
fundraising goals. Today we’re here to receive an update on the progress the Commission has 
made and what we may look forward to one day visiting.   

General Reddel, again, welcome.  Please share your testimony with us today. 

 


