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 Good morning. Today we are going to hear from the Office of Science 

and ARPA-E within the Department of Energy.  We have before us today Dr. 

Steven Koonin, Undersecretary for Science, Dr. William Brinkman, Director of 

the Office of Science and Dr. Arun Majumdar, Director of ARPA-E. 

 

The budget request for Science is $5.1 billion, a 4.4 percent increase from 

the present appropriation of $4.9 billion.  While American science arguably 

continues to be the best in the world, our margin of leadership is neither as wide 

nor as clear-cut as it has been in the past. The Secretary of Energy, Dr. Chu, has 

said that he regards his two principal challenges to be energy independence and 

climate change.  In the long term, the answer to both of these questions starts 

with the Office of Science. 

 

 While this Committee has been supportive of the Office of Science and 

ARPA-E, we continue to have concerns regarding the redundancy and 

interaction of several recent organizational initiatives, the Energy Innovation 

Hubs, ARPA-E and the Energy Frontier Research Center’s. While ARPA-E has 

received early, positive reviews, the justification, in part, was that these models 

were necessary because of the Administration’s perception that the 
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Department’s existing programs were not sufficiently effective agents of 

“transformational” or “disruptive” technological advancements. We therefore 

turn our attention not only to ARPA-E’s performance, but to tuning the 

performance of the existing Science programs and labs. 

 

We all support strengthening American leadership in Science and 

advancing energy innovations. However, in doing so, we must ensure that we 

eliminate redundancy in order to maximize the scientific and technological 

advances within tight fiscal constraints. We are interested particularly in the 

strategic planning in each of the major program areas to ensure we are 

proceeding in a deliberate and thoughtful manner. 

 

Dr. Koonin, Dr. Brinkman, and Dr. Majumdar, I ask each of you to ensure 

that the hearing record, the questions for the record, and any supporting 

information requested by the Subcommittee are delivered in final form to the 

Subcommittee no later than four weeks from the time you receive them. 

Members who have additional questions for the record will have until close of 

business tomorrow to provide them to the Subcommittee office. 

 

 With those opening comments, I would like to yield to our ranking 

member, Mr. Frelinghuysen, for any opening comments that he would like to 

make. 
 


