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 The Subcommittee will come to order.  Today we will hear from the Election 

Assistance Commission on its budget request for fiscal year 2011. We welcome back 

Election Assistance Chair Donetta Davidson who is making her 3rd appearance 

before the Subcommittee. As it is an election year, it is of particular interest for the 

subcommittee to hear how the EAC is prepared for the upcoming midterm elections, 

lessons learned from past elections, the main challenges the EAC must address in the 

lead up to November, and what additional resources the Commission will need to 

successfully perform its mission. 

As I have said many times, the EAC is a small agency with a significant 

responsibility.  The Commission plays a critical role in giving guidance and 

information to election officials, providing regulatory authority over the National 

Voter Registration Act, and directing Federal resources to support the conduct of 

open, fair, and accessible elections.      

More than $3 billion in federal money has been appropriated over the past 

seven years, including $93 million in fiscal year 2010, to help improve election 

administration and voting systems.  Even with this commitment of resources, election 

officials continue to have critical, unmet needs relating to the smooth conduct of 

elections.  



For fiscal year 2011, the President’s budget proposes $16.8 million for 

operating expenses, a decrease of $1.2 million from fiscal year 2010. The President’s 

request does not provide any funding for state election reform programs, representing 

a $75 million decrease from fiscal year 2010. I am particularly interested to hear about 

how this cut in requirements payments will impact the states.  

 

The 2008 election had the highest voter turnout in recent years.  More than 132 

million Americans voted.  While perhaps not everything went perfectly, we did not 

see the same level of controversy that plagued other recent elections, such as the 2000 

presidential election.  We hope that this is a sign that the EAC, together with state and 

local officials, are learning from experience and are moving in the right direction. 

Finally, I strongly believe that the often intense debate over election issues is 

due to the passion we share when it comes to protecting our democratic process and 

guaranteeing the right of every individual to cast a ballot in a fair, open, and honest 

election.  Our goal should be to ensure that we count every vote and make every vote 

count. I hope this hearing will help us to understand better what the EAC needs to 

help the nation meet that goal.     

Testifying before us today is the Chair of the Election Assistance Commission, 

Donetta Davidson. Ms. Davidson has served as a commissioner at the EAC since 

2005, and is now Chair of the Commission for the second time.  Prior to her service at 

the EAC, she was Colorado’s Secretary of State, and she also has significant 

experience administering elections in two Colorado counties.  We are pleased to have 

her here again today. 

Before I turn to the witnesses for their statements, I would like to recognize 

Mrs. Emerson for an opening statement.   

 


