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Good afternoon Chairman Olver, Ranking Member Latham and Members of the
Committee. My focus long before coming to Congress has been furthering the cause
of livable communities and the projects I submitted for your consideration reflect
the values inherent in that cause. I appreciate your kind invitation to testify on
these matters and the opportunity to share with you my perspectives on the close
relationship between transportation and housing policy and investments and the

resulting impacts on communities around the country.

The Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations bill provides
the best opportunity for Congress to invest in transportation and housing projects
that make the Federal government a better partner to urban and rural communities
nation-wide. The Committee’s interest, along with your leadership, Mr. Chairman, in
a wide variety of transportation choices, equitable and affordable housing, and
strong neighborhoods has made communities across the country safer, healthier,
and more economically secure. In particular, this Committee’s work to bolster the
efforts of the Department of Transportation (DOT) and the Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) to make our communities more livable has already

resulted in an impressive array of projects. With the legislation now under
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consideration, this Committee has the opportunity to amplify these effects across

the country.

It is very satisfying for me, and I hope for the Committee, to see the work that you've
done over the years being embraced by this administration. Already, programs
funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act are helping provide
transportation options, stabilize neighborhoods, and encourage reinvestment in
communities. With your support in the FY 2010 Budget, the Department of Housing
and Urban Development created an Office of Sustainability, which [ was pleased to
see officially inaugurated in my hometown of Portland, OR. I am further pleased to
recognized the great work that this Committee has facilitated allowing HUD and
DOT to work together with the Environmental Protection Agency in a historic
Partnership for Sustainable Communities to harmonize and coordinate investments

in our communities.

[ was pleased to see President Obama’s FY 2011 budget include hundreds of
millions of dollars in new funding for livable communities activities at HUD and DOT
and I urge the Committee to support this additional funding. This funding enables
those agencies to assist communities with regional planning, to integrate housing
transportation and environmental protection, to encourage more sustainable
development patterns and more cost-effective investments that benefit the
environment and the economy. Funding will also help communities implement
these plans by building transit-oriented developments, expanding affordable
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location-efficient housing, developing alternative and inter-modal transportation
networks, and creating safe, walkable neighborhoods. Specifically, I, together with
the members of the Livable Communities Task Force of the Democratic Caucus,
support the administration’s request for HUD’s Sustainable Communities Initiative,
Catalytic Investment Fund, and Choice Neighborhoods programs as well as DOT’s
Office of Livable Communities and livability programs within FHWA and FTA. Ilook

forward to working with both this Committee to advance these ideas.

In addition to these national programs, [ would like to express my support for
several projects back home in Oregon. While all of the projects | submitted to the
Committee are important for the economic development, sustainability, and
livability of the Portland metro region, I would like to highlight the following three

projects in particular:

1. have requested $5 million to reconstruct the Sellwood Bridge. This bridge links
two state highways and is the only crossing of the Willamette River for twelve miles,
providing a critical segment for inter-county trips between Multnomah, Clackamas,
and Washington Counties. Since 2004, trucks and buses have been prohibited from
using the bridge based on deteriorated structural integrity. Even with these
restrictions, the bridge is still the busiest two-lane bridge in Oregon. The bridge has
narrow, substandard sidewalks and no bike lanes. The three counties abutting the
bridge and the local governments they encompass have united behind a proposal to
replace the current bridge with a design that will better serve the community at

Page 3 of 6
Testimony of Congressman Earl Blumenauer
April 15,2010



large, while addressing the concerns of the adjacent neighborhoods. Under the

financing plan, the state and local governments will fund the bulk of the project.

2. T have requested $2 million for the St. Johns Rail Relocation Project, which will
provide for construction and engineering to shift the Union Pacific rail lines in the
St. John's neighborhood near the Port of Portland’s major freight entryway. The rail
line runs down the middle of the street, requiring vehicles, pedestrians, and
bicyclists to dodge moving trains to reach several businesses located along the rail
line. Also, because of the in-street running of the train, the train whistle must be
continuously sounded through this stretch of roadway. This project would relocate
the Union Pacific rail line about 13 feet to the west, allowing for the physical
separation of rail, motor vehicle, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic. This project will
improve freight flow, reducing congestion near the Port and improving
neighborhood safety, as well as creating a “whistle free” zone near the

neighborhood.

3. I have requested $2.43 million for improvements on US Highway 30 and the
Sandy Boulevard in the city of Gresham, which will widen the two current travel
lanes by an additional twenty feet to provide a full four lane travel section with
upgraded and new bike lanes, curbs and sidewalks, new drainage facilities and
street trees. Additionally, this project will construct improvements fronting

approximately 19 acres of vacant industrial land. This vacant acreage will be
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developed to support industrial uses with easy access to highway, marine and rail

transportation facilities.

[ would also like to offer support for active transportation projects in general. |
appreciate this committee’s past focus on these types of projects and hope to see
continued interest for them reflected in this year’s bill. In my community, Metro
(among other things, the Portland area’s metropolitan planning organization) has
focused on creating transportation options for Oregonians by comprehensively
integrating public transit, biking and walking infrastructure. For instance, my
request for a Regional Active Transportation Network project would complete
essential project development of over 83 miles of active transportation corridors to
serve as demonstration projects for the regional network. Because no substantial
dedicated source of funding exists for active transportation projects, cycling and
walking projects are generally not "shovel ready" even though they can be built
much faster than larger scale road and transit projects. As a result they cannot take
advantage of important transportation funding opportunities, and consequently
complete routes are rarely realized. Project development and construction is too
often piecemeal and opportunistic, resulting in a fragmented system full of gaps,

dangerous crossings and "bike lane or sidewalk ends" signs.

With an incomplete system people do not have the choice to make complete trips by
cycling and walking and integrated with transit. Funding preliminary engineering
and key elements such as bike parking and wayfinding signs will prepare the
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demonstration projects proposed here for future funding opportunities. A
complete regional active transportation network provides a host of benefits from
quality of life to real dollars saved in health care costs and reduced traffic and
pollution. The estimated economic benefits for the Regional Active Transportation
Demonstration projects add up to over $60 million in the first five years of

completion and over $520 million 20 years after completion.

There is a great deal of interest in these types of projects in communities across the
country and I appreciate the Committee’s interest and support in providing
Americans transportation options that make them healthier and more economically

secure.

Again, | appreciate the opportunity to speak before you today and more importantly,
[ appreciate the hard work and vision demonstrated by Chairman Olver and the

other members of the Committee. I look forward to working with you.
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